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Shock of the new

The art director and photographer Harry Peccinotti was a principal visionary
behind the pioneering, sexually liberated magazine Nova. A new compilation of his
work shows just how ahead of his time he was. By Naomi West

o ont oould sccmse Harri Peocnotti of
inflating his own legend. The London-bom
art director and photograpber, who was
idotised for bus peoneerng work on Nova magarine
when it launched @ 1965, =3 of his capabilstes,
T'm all mght at a ot of things" Now T3, be regarnds
his body of work with & messared conlentment

| Iis highlights - including numerous magarine

spreads, images from ks two Pirelli calendars, and
Penguin book covers - have been gathered &noa
vibrant volume, P, ‘T'm pol unhappy with most
of it he remarks by welephone from his bome i
Paris, a relaned smile in bis voice,

Pecamolts was one of & namber of art dirscton
at advertiing agencies soch as Crawford's and
memnhﬂ.ﬂrlmflnuﬁ:n'l
Mad Men, i voo will - drswn to the pablishing
world as the decade began o gain momentum.
‘Magazines - [the Show In America and Twen in
Ciermany - were becoming much more graphh: and
dotng better pictures than adwertising ’ he says “For
the obwious thing was to move” Crawford’s Tom

Peccinotti produced an
abstract photo of
a woman's crotch: ‘l sold
it as an underarm’

Wolscy went 10 the men's tlke Town (owned by
Michael Heselting], Peocnoiti, then in his lale
twenties, 10 Flair, 8 women's magazine - “Though
I was fired after & buge row with the editor, They
used 1o change thngs while | was out at hnch.”
He moved 1o another bitle hn!n-t!ll.un;lﬂﬂ-
wands, in 1965, the same publisher, George Newnes
{which became [PC), re-hired him to what would
become his defiming position — the first ant director
of Nowa, The publication was “a total experimendt,
1o see il ihere was & marked for an intelligeni wom-
en's magarine', and its ieam were granted a level of
freadom unthinkable by today’s standards,
Using ithe saitably impactiil typeface that he had
rodiscovered among an old sock of wooden primi-
ers’ blocks cemed by his friend (he illustrator Ralph
Sicadman, Procinotti's designs packed a panch thast




maiched ediional conient and hepdhnés ek 88 ULSTER: WHOSE SE0E 15 GOD O
WHIAT & HNT OF MASCARA COLULD DO FOR HARDLD WILSLEs
ST WeTE EasY illisstrate, bacaise Ly wer
i Peccnoll] &) The words were alvwa Ot rmportant Uhan the
ures” Nova published fean y wilers such ns
rnan Manker that
orable covers, [Todn |5 a liztle black girl in ber Sunday
best, duarfed by va o her fieet the text read: YOU BAY THEGK
1 LOOE CUTE hl:'l & - R OTO MY SAUREEY AND WA
{April 1§ y Pecc 5 o close-up of the M ol

s woman with o 5 ~arl o er pose and motath, the

hip while he was
kett, who replaced the launch

n he
do it.™" Out of this o n they
with wil, sex and pohbica Although

The intention had
been to feature
raincoats, but
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Peocmnott descmibes mvich of his Fll.l.l'h:il"rh..’- woark oS ety tame’, his eve for a
potent detall mmbued his images with a sexiness that still emanates. For a fea-
fure on body hair Peccinotti prodisced an abstract photo of a woman's crotch
‘| #odd it to Hacloett by saying it was an underarm. | think he wanied to believe
me, just so we could pat the picture in'

With i pressure Lo plekis advertisers, of even (o cover anything in particu-
lar, Peceinotti had a free hand (o explore his graphic ideas, especually with the
12 T pages appearing in a block each issue. He played deftly with double
exposures, scake and repetition. The fashio ptured were often street clothes,
and he frequently casi black models, 1o the point that his colkagues thoughi
he was obsessed. “Which may have been iruse,’ he says. The continuing under-
represeniaison of mon-wiine maodels i fashion shows, edid | sl mdvertising
four decades on scems inconcervable when you book at Peccinoiti’s spreads

His time & an director was relatively briel’ but even afler he stepped down
towands the end of 1966 8o be could work for other publicatsons, he continned
to have a formative infloence on the magarine, working with the subsequent art
dimector, David Hillimag, o6 soomes of phull.l shoots One fashion story featanng
miodels on bicyeles clad in the brightest, tighiest knitwear came sbout, 'becasse
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calorciars. Fiight & shoot
rowm RT3 Baslowr a spmeac] froem
Roudevarg magaring, 1978

Peccinotti
describes much
of his published
work as

‘pretty tame’

I was a cyclist, Danid Hillman was & cycliss. .. everybody hiked cyclng’. A shoot
for the Aprl 1971 issue was planned to festure raincoats but “we ended up just
making the clothes all wet’, Peccinott] wenl on (o coninibute to o drverse range
of pablications as photographer and ant director — Elle, 19, Adam, Le Nowvel
Oseraarenr — a8 well g numerous books

Looking through the new book, it 5 remarkable quite how many of
Peccinotii's images and layouts stll feel modern. Perhaps this i partly becanse
comniless ant divectors contimie to emulate his work “even now, of this e
date”. Motably be observes, “T'm still roughly doing the same sont of thing - a
bit of everything.” referring 10 his mixture of fashion shoots, portraits, graphic
photography and sull lifes Wihale be recogmses ihai the shori, specal éra m
publishing — before advertisers controlled magarines — that s Nove brefly
floarkb (i1 chosed in 1975) has long since passed, he i "still enthussaste, | want
1o carry on for & long & possible.’
HP by Harri Peccinonn i publivhed by Daband, £34.9%
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